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Hydrozoological study of Lake Ferto has been going on for the past 
hundred years. Samples have been taken systematically on both the 
Austrian and the Hungarian side of the lake since the end of the 1960s. A 
monograph was published on the fauna of the Austrian side in 1979 
(Loffler, 1979), which, like the data collection of Andrikovics and 
Berczik (1975) on the aquatic fauna of the Hungarian basin, did not 
contain any faunistical data on Amphipods. Nor aid Ponyi and Devai 
(1979) report amphipods from the Hungarian side of the lake. This 
peculiarity of the fauna of Lake Ferto was noted by Entz (1979), therefore 
it is of some interest that recently some specimens of Synurella ambulans 
have been collected at two different points in the lake. 

The previous “lack’’ of amphipods prompted us to provide an 
ecological evaluation on the basis of the collected zoological material and 
the literature dealing with Lake Ferto. 

During the course of scientific evaluation of the above mentioned 
materials, it became clear thatS. ambulans has not previously been found 
so far in Lake Ferto. On the Austrian side of the lake the species was found 
in 1975 in a reed-bed channel in the region of Neusiedl/See and then in the 
spring of 1979, in the reeds of a small isolated lake, the "Kis-Herlakni to”, 
in the reed belt on the Hungarian side. Both localities may be charac¬ 
terized as black sodic waters overgrown with vegetation. At both sites the 
KMn04 consumption was high at low pH, (above the value 20 mg/1, 
Andrikovics, unpublished data; Stehlik, 1972). 

The fauna of both sites were similar, characterized by species typical 
of the edges of reeds rich in dissolved and particulate organic matter: 
Cloeon dipterum , Caenis robust a > Planorbis planorbis , Bythinia ten - 
taculata y Limnaea peregra , Asellus aquaticus , Sigara striata , Naucoris 
cimicoides and various unidentified species of Chironomidae. 

In Europe, Synurella ambulans is known from Germany, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Italy, Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union, Austria and 
Hungary. Vornatscher (1965) reported it from four localities in 
Austria. In Hungary it was first found in the Bakony mountains 
(Dudich, 1924). Apart from smaller ponds of various kinds, it is known 
from Lakes Balaton and Velence. In flowing waters, this species has 
usually been found in lenithic habitats overgrown with vegetation or 
covered with a thick layer of litter, also in bogs and wells (Dudich, 1927, 
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1941). It has been recorded from a slightly alkaline channel near Kistelek 
(Dvihally and Pronyi, 1957). In Hungary, 5. ambulans occurs in 
association with Asellus, Niphargus and Gammarus species. 

We must resort to speculation as regards the occurrence of Synurella 
ambulans. If we assume that the intensity of collection was sufficient right 
from the beginning, i. e. the end of 1960s, to obtain a full knowledge of the 
fauna, then there are two possible explanations. On the one hand, the 
sodic character of the lake is decreasing, which is also indicated by the 
appearance of other species of crustaceans (Herzig, 1979). On the other 
hand, Synurella ambulans may have always been present but rare in Lake 
Ferto, possibly due to poor oxygenation of the reed zone, and the 
frequent production of H 2 S. 
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Osszefoglalas 

A Fert5 osztrak es magyar reszerol ujabban el8keriilt Synurella 
ambulans adatait gyiijtottek ossze a szerzftk. Magyar es osztrak reszrftl is 
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fekete vizii, nagy vezetSkekepessegii teriileteken (izolalt kis toill. 
nadascsatorna) fordult el6. A Ferto elso Amphipoda-fajanak 
el6keriilesevel kapcsolatban ketfele magyarazatot tartunk valosziniinek. 
Mostani el6fordulasa a to szikes jellegenek csokkenesevel lehet 6sszefiig- 
gesben, masreszt lehetseges, hogy mindig jelen volt a Fert6ben, de 
nagyon kis egyedszamban, ami a nadas kedvez6tlen 02 -viszonyaival es a 
gyakori H 2 S kepz6dessel magyarazhato. 



